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Operatien SARATOGA

21 January - 10 March 1968

3+ Trang Bang (XT4919) to Tan Son Nhut (XSE196)

L

Control Headquarters:

ae 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 25th Infantry Division
b. 2d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division
¢. 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
d. 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
Reporting Officer: ITC Glenn K. Otis_‘
Task Organization: |

Troop A, 3-4 Cav

Troop B, 3-4 Cav

Troop C, 3-4 Cav

Troop D, 3-4 Cav

HHT, 3—14- C av




Company A, 1st Bn, 27th Inf.

Company B, 2d Bn, 12 Inf.
Company D, 2d Bn, 12 Inf,
Troop L, 3d Sgdn, 11th ACR

7+ Supporting Forcecs:

2. Air Support: Tactical air was provided when required,
Troop D (Air) provided light fire teams for close-in support;
while UH-1D's and OH-23's provided command and control, rcsupply,
and 1ift helicopters as required,

b. Artillery Support:
(1)  Battery B, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery
(2)  Battery C, 6th Battalien, 77th Artillery
8. Intelligence:

9. Mission: 3d Squadron, Lth Cavaelry performed reconnaisssance in
force vie Trung Lap (XT'5820). Reacted to attack on Tan Son Nhut Air
Base vic (XS8196), conducted scarch and destroy, reconnsissance in
force missions vic Tan Son Nhut and Hoc Mon (XT7403).

10, Cenccpt of Operation: The Squadron moved vic Trung Lap to con-
duct reconnaissance in force to locate, destro, and prevent e /va
infiltration in/through that area subsccuently terminating this
operation 29 January. The Squadron secured major areas =~long L3R,
characterized by ambush patrols, listening posts, and rsdar, 31
January the Squadron (-) reacted to Tan Son Nhut Air Base initially
with one ground troop (~), which was ambushec. Subsequently re—
enforcing with one air troop and one ground troop (+). The Squadron
(=) became OFGON to the 2d Bde, fst Infantry Division to conduct
search and destroy missions vic Tan Son Nhut to locate and destroy
2ll WC/NVA forces in area, Operations terminated 7 Fevruary. The
Squadron (-) became OPCON 3d Bde, 25th Infantry Division to con-
duct reconnaissance in force to locate and destrov WAIVA forecs
rocket sites, and VO/NVA Base Gamps.




11. Exccution:
21-29 January

The Squadron conducted road march to vie Trung Lap. CP was main-—
tained ncar same area. The Squadron conducted reconnaissance in
force utilizing three ground troops with the air troop screening
to their flanks, On 24 January Troop A tripped a booby trap
105mm round resulting in 3 US WHA and one VC PW with web gear.
On 25 January a tank from Troop G hit a mine resulting in 2 US
WHA. The Troop later was ambushed reciéving 3 RPG-2, 300 small
arms rounds. -Return fire with orranic weapons resulting in 2

US WHA. On 26 January Troop C picked up 1 VO PW and 1 detaince
with carbine, 1 RPG-2 round, notebook and paper, 1 MA0 machine-
gm and 1 aircraft radio, Troop A engaged 1 VG, XT5722€&}, with
three hand grenades and 5-10 rounds small arms, resulting in

1 VO KIA(BC) and capturing 1 AK 47 with magazine, 2 batteries
and 1 reel of wire, 6ea 2 1/2 1b bags of rice, 4 can of condensed
milk, 2 pair brown and 1 nair of black trousers. On 28 January

3 V0 jumped out of spider holes XT567262 anc threw grenades

at C troop. The troop took under fire resulting in 4 US WHA,

7 VC KIA(RC), 5 WG PW, and 3 detainees. On 29 January Troop D
reciaved fire from A4 VG, XT595304, returned fire resulting in

4 VG KIA(EC), then inserted Aerorifles which made heavy contact
with wnknown number VC. The 24 Bn, 27 Inf reacted to them.
Results of action 5 US KHA, 6 US WHA, L6 VC KIA(RC), 4 VC KIA
(POSS), 8 WC PW and 6 detainecs. There was 15 pounds of food,
condensed milk, numerous documents and clothing captured.

30 January-10 March

The Squadron secured major areas along MSR. On 31 January Troop
C (-) reacted to Tan Son Nhut Air Basc. The Troop was ambushed
cutside gate 051. The Squadron reacted with Troop D and Troop

B (), The results of action was 3 APC completely lost, 1 Tank
conmpletely lost, 7 APC damaged, 14 US KHA, 6k US WHA, 309 WC KIa
(BC), 24 WC PW, 1 Chicom radioe, numerous weapons and equipment.,
On 1 February Troop B and C began search and destroy mission

vic Tan Son Nhut to destroy the remainder of VC/NVA forces in
area. The Squadron was OFCON 2d Bde 1st Infantry Division until
the termination of opcrations 7 February which results were 3

VC KIA (EC) and 1 W KIA (POSS). The Sduadron (=) then went
OPCON to the 34 Bde 25th Infantry Division. The Squadren(-) and
Co A, 1/27Inf began search and destroy operations vic Hoc Mon
(XT740L) . Troop B and CO 4 1/27 Inf, were on line moving through
arca with Troop C as reaction force when Co A 1/27 Inf made




heavy cont~ct: Troop C moved up to support Go A 1/27 Inf. The cope
tact continued until 10 February with no night contact except
aerial reconnaissance and ambush Patrols in the arcal Results of
the action was 1 tank destroyed, 2 tanks damaged, 3 APC damaged,
10 US KHA, 53 US WHA, 102 W KIA(RC). On 12 February Troop 4
went OPCON to the 2d Bde 25th Infantry Division. They were on
search and destrov mission viec Ap Cho (XT7008) making contact
with unknown size \C forcéei They were in contact fot L days
resulting in A troop being ¢redited with 57 1o KIA(EC) and 6

US KHA, 28 US WHA,; On 14 February Troop C and HHT returmned to
Cu Chi leaving Troop B OPCON 3d Bde, On 16 February Troop A and
B closed Cu Chi. The next day the Squadron went QRGO 3d Ee
25th Infantry Division. The Squadron movedto vie X87295, On

19 February Troop C while returning to CP location was ambushed
43758979, returned fire resulting in 1 Damaged tank, 2 US KHA,

2 US WHA, and W losses were unknown. On 20 February Troop D .
went OFCON 3/17 Cav. On 21 February Troop B destroyed 1€ bunkers
4 foxholes, and captured 134 rounds of RPG-7, 1 RPG-2 round, 10
electric blasting caps, 4 221b shape charges at XS7029&2, Troop
C nade contact with unknown number W/ NVA XS719922, Troop D

and A reacted to the contact resulting in 3 US KHA, 20 US WHA

1 UH-1C destroyed, 1 ARG destroyed, 1.APC damaged, 135 VO KI/
(), 3w KI.:(POSS), That evening the Squadron GP was mortared
resulting in 12 US WHA and light damaged to cquipment, 2 WG
KIA(BC), 1 WC PW. On 22 February Troop G picked up 1 W Py WLA
with K 47 while Sweeping threw the area X5719922, They also
located 1 ea 7.62 type machincgun on wheels and 2 ea 9mm pistols
vic same area. Troop C observed one platoon size elument moving
cast to west . Engaged with artillcry and spookv with
unknovn results, On 22 February Troop B detonated a dud round
resulting in 1 US WHA. While on search and destroy Troop A and
Troop L 3/11 ACR located 2 WO KIA(BC), 1 RPG-2 and 7 rounds

L MK L7s, misc. weh gear, and 1 PRC~25, The Squadron recieved
heavy volume small aArms sniper, Automatic wpns and RPG fire,
returned fire resultine in 1 US KHA, 3 US WHA, 1 WO KIA(RS).
Troop C observed 15-20 W movi g behind bern, engaged with organic
weapons resulting in 2 G EIA(RC), 3 VCKIA(POSS), captured 1

AK L7, 0N 23 February Troop A located and destroyed 50 bunkers
XS711931, 2 damaged RPG-7 rounds, and one box of 7.62 ammo.
Troop A later located a bunker which contained 1 Ak L7, 1 M-16
2 ea 9nm pistols with nagazines, 2 chicom grenade, 2 1bs of
documents, 1 medical kit, 1 NVA gas mask, and one field pack,

On 24 Februarv Troop C on search and destroy, vic X3742997
captured numerous medical supplies, documents, 1 NVA gas mosk,

1 KK 47 and destroyed one tunnel, one 5001b bomb, one 105mm
round, 2 bunker conplexs. 2 round &mm nortar. Troop B recieved
unknown number small arms, automatic weapons and RPG rounds
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from three sides, followed by ground attack, retumed fire with
organic weapons, air and artillery resulting in 1 US KHA, 4 US
Wi, and 2 VO KIA(BC). On 27 February Troops A and B on search
and destroy captured one detainee, and 1/2 1bs docunents, while
destroying 30 bunkers, On 2& February Troop 4L and C reccived

small ams, autoratic weapons, and RPG fire XI742015, returning

fire with organic weapons, artillerv, LFT and Tactical gir, re-
sulting in 1 US KHA, 13 US WHA, 1 AFC danoged, 1 tank heavy dam-
aged, 7 VO KIA(KC). On 4 March Troop C and Co D2/12 Inf on

search and destroy vic XI760052 captured one A L7 one set

nachinegun tools, 3 1lbs of docunecnts, one RPG-7 sight, destroving

1¢ Chicom grenades, 138 bunkers, 9 rounds of RFG-2 and 7, 6 RPG
boosters, A00 mcters corro wire, 1 l-17 protective mask, 300 1lbs
chicom C-4, and 200 rounds of AK 47. On 6 March, 3d Squadron, 4th
Cavalry recieved SA, LW, an? RPG fire fron unknown size VG force,
retumed fire with all organic weapone s LFT, arty and Tactical Air,
resu lting in { US KHA, 19 US WHA, 1 APC combat loss, 1 APC damaged,
2 tanks danaged, 2 VO KIA ( B0 )» and 15 bunkers destroyed. 3d Squad—
ren Lth Cavalry and D 2-12 Inf while on search and destroy mission
vie XT7500 locnted 2 VC KIA (B) in graves also destroying 215 bunk—
ers, L anti-aircraft positions, 1 CKC grenade, 1 carbine stock and 5
helnets, On 8 March Troop B and B Co, 2-12 Inf. captured 8 detainecs
and destroyed 12 bunkers and 12 splder holes while on search snd des—
troy vie XT7302. CP loeated at XT712030 received 5 rounds &9rm mortsr
returned fire with AW and arty, resulting in 3 US WHA, Gn 9 March
Troop A and D-2-12 Inf captured 1 AK 47, documents and a motor bike,
they also destroyed 12 rocket Positions vic X3736989. On 12 larch
Troop A and B on search and destroy vic XS7099 captured L detaineces
and destroyed 8 individual firing positions, also destroyed were 3
bunkers and 20 sleeping positions, Operations S/RATCGL terminated

on 10 March 1968, The Squadron remained in area OPCON to the 34 Bde
25th Infantry Division

12. Results:
As Friendly:
(1) 780 personnel participated in operation.

(2) Casualties: 57 KHA, 253 WHA,
(3) Vehicles

Tot al Damaged Total Repaired Totnl Cembst Loss
T anks 10 6 L
M113A1 22 1l 8
UH~-1C 3 2 1
OH-23 1 ' 1 0
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Enemy Losses: 741 VG KIA (EC), 21 VC KIA (POSS)
Captured: 27 AK 47, 4 pistols, 7 nachine guns,
L RPG launchers, 19 1bs documents, 2
M-16, 2 radios, and 1 rotor hike.
Destroyed: 620 bunkers, 13 rocket firing positiens,
272 RPG rounds, 6 tunnels, 12 antieair—
craft positions, 380 lbs CKC-C4, 8 gas
masks, 22 grenades, 7 RPG weapons.
ENI: Received SA 37 times, AW 23 times, 3 grenade
attacks, 2 mortar attacks, detonatcd 5 AT mines
1 AP mine, 32 W POW's and 36 detainees.
FRI: Engaged enemy 21 times without being fired on
first, , ‘

Administrative Activities:

Special Equipment and Techniquess

commander Analysis:

Recommend ations:

FOR THE COMMANDER:

JAMES D, MORELAND
CPT Armor
Adjut ant
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